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Alex Sheets Inducted as
Condit’s Man of Faith

Mick Sheets, Alex Sheets and John Whitney

On Sunday, June 18, Alexander Francis Sheets was
named Condit’s Man of Faith for 2017.  On Father’s
Day each year a member is inducted into this elite
group of men.

Alex carries the middle name of his great-great uncle
Charles Francis Clark.  

(Continue on page 5)

Big Walnut Friends Who Share

School Supply Collection 

Condit is collecting 50 boxes of 24 count crayons,
1,000 #2 pencils and 20 boxes of WIDE tip dry erase
markers as our contribution to this annual drive.  Items
are to be left in boxes in the Narthex through July 16th. 

Packing the backpacks will take place in the Church
Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m. Sunday, July 30, under the
leadership of Kathy Kees.  Plan to join this
interdenominational event. 

Special Events Committee . . . .

Condit’s First Auto
Show, Ice-Cream Social

Condit’s first Auto Show is joining with the Annual Ice-
Cream Social from 1-4 on Saturday August 5. 
Registration for all auto vehicles including Cars,
Trucks, Foreign, Muscle, Tuner, Tractors, Motorcycles,
and Beaters begins at noon. 

Fee is $10 per vehicle.  Vehicles will be on display
from 1 to 4 behind Condit Presbyterian Church.  Prizes
will be awarded in 10 different categories.  Alex Sheets
and Chip Welch are in charge of the event.  There is no
fee to visit the show.

(Continue on Page 5) 

Thieves Gain Little
    In Condit Break-In
Thieves gained entry through the back glass door
sometime after the church was locked on Sunday and
before Pam Sheets and Pat Monroe arrived Monday
morning to clean-up from Vacation Bible School. 

The choir room,  pastor’s office and copy room were
ransacked but only a few dollars of coffee money and
a few dollars  in the pastor’s desk was in the building
and was taken.  Rev. Annie’s Buckeye baseball cap
was taken and she “is pretty bitter about that.”  They
tried to get the TV off the wall in the children’s
classroom but the brackets held firm. A new TV
monitor still in the box was taken from the library. 
Two storage closets in the basement were also
ransacked but nothing appears to have been taken. 

Delaware County Sheriff’s Deputy took a full report,
fingerprints and other evidence.
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Rev. Annie Melick

From the Pastor’s Desk. . . .

Lessons from Paul’s 
              Letter to the Romans

by Rev. Annie
The book of Romans is heavy duty! In it, Paul explains a lot of
theology. Beginning July 16, I will be preaching from Paul’s
letter to the Romans for 6 weeks. The series is titled “Good
News for Tough Times.”

In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he focused on God’s
faithfulness to both Jews and Gentiles. Jesus came for
everyone!  

Paul also helped his readers understand how the church can function in community together. These
themes were important then, and they are important now.

We all struggle with sin and having confidence that God not only loves us, but he forgives us and has a
plan for us.  So, bring your joy, peace, brokenness, pain, skepticism, and confusion as we experience the
faithfulness of God toward us.

Presbytery of Scioto Valley . . . .

Older Adult Rally Sunday, August 27, 3-6 p.m.

Overbrook Presbyterian Church, 4131 N. High Street, Columbus
Cost:  $5 per person (includes refreshments) Please register by

Monday, August 14!
Registration begins at 2:30—All Ages Welcome!

Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that
would be spoken later. Hebrews 3:5  

Back by popular demand, Rabbi Cary Kozberg, will be speaking to us about the death of Moses. Last year’s
attendants found Rabbi Kozberg to be a very captivating speaker. Rabbi Kozberg is Rabbi Emeritus and former
Director of Religious Life at Wexner Heritage Village, a senior residential care facility in Columbus. He is a
past chair of the Forum on Religion, Spirituality and Aging, a constituent group of the American Society on
Aging.

Sponsored by the PSV Older Adult Ministry Task Team, Commission for Nurture and Outreach

For more information contact the Presbytery office: 614-847-0565 or 800-244-7207.
website:   www.pvsonline.org
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Worship at 10 a.m.

July 2 Worship and Communion.  Rev. Paul Kim.
Liturgist: Pam Sheets.     Acolyte:  Jason Skeen.
Accompanist:  Jayne Strouse.  Special Music: Sue Overturf with Pam Sheets signing.
Communion Servers: Grant Bartlett, Mick Sheets, Polly Horn.
Ushers and Greeters: Trisha and Megan Gilbert, Homer and Mary Jo Wilson.

July  9    Worship:  Rev. Charlsie Ramsey.
Liturgist: Polly Horn.    Acolyte:  Megan Gilbert.
Accompanist:  Jayne Strouse.   Special Music: Grant Bartlett.
Ushers and Greeters: The Jacob Family.

GOOD NEWS FOR TOUGH TIMES

July 16 Worship: Rev. Annie Melick.  Broken Spirits, Broken Bodies.  Romans 8: 1-11
Liturgist:   Doug Kerns.     Acolyte: Alita Markley.
Accompanist: Jayne Strouse.  Special Music:   Annie Melick and Sue Overturf.
Ushers and Greeters: Mike and Donna Mucci, Grant and Ken Bartlett.

July 23 Worship: Rev. Annie Melick.   Labor Pains.  Romans 8:12-25.
Liturgist:  Alita Markley.   Acolyte: Nathan or Samuel Kirby.
Accompanist: Jayne Strouse.  Special Music:  Sue Overturf and Annie Melick.
Ushers and Greeters: Allison Skinner, Nathan and Samuel Kirby and Sheila Micholes..

July 30 Worship: Rev. Annie Melick.    Inseparable.   Romans 8:26-39.
Liturgist: Kathy Kees.    Acolyte:  Amy Pettit.
Accompanist:  Jayne Strouse.  Special Music: Curtis Mathis.
Ushers and Greeters:  Carmie Joseph, Kaitlyn White, Frances Jenkins, Bela Hernandez.

Summer Connections Groups

Two Bible study groups are meeting this summer in the
relaxed atmosphere of private homes.  Both had their
first meetings and are still open to new attendees.  Call
host or Rev. Annie to join or if you need a babysitter.

9:00 a.m. Tuesday morning group will meet June 27 at 
Pam Sheets’ home.  They will move the July 4th

meeting to a different day.

On Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., the other group will meet
in Jim and Jane Lahmon’s home.

Flowers for July provided by
Larry and Jayne Strouse.

When You Pray,
Remember . . . .  

Sheila Mann’s family and friends,
Jim Caudill, Joe Cox, and the
Max Sheets Family.  Please send 
“Thinking of You” cards for
Peggy to Max.
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Getting to Know You. . . .

Ann Ross
by Jennie Kavage

Fifty-five years ago, that’s 1962, Ann Ross along with her husband
George and daughter Judy became members of Condit Presbyterian
Church.

She was born in 1922 in St. Clairsville where she spent all her growing
up years except for one year living with relatives and going to school in
Cleveland.   In 1942 Ann was taking care of children in Wheeling, WV 
when she met George Theodore Ross.  He was working construction with
his dad.   A year later they married.  

Their first child and only daughter, Judy came along in 1945 followed
through the years by George Theodore Jr. “Ted” who now lives in
Florida, Richard “Rick” and Phillip who are still in the area. 

For several years they lived in Columbus and Gahanna until George bought land at Condit Road and Old Rt. 3
Highway.   He built the family home where Ann has lived for 50 years on the south bank of Perfect Creek.   As the
children grew up and married, Dad and the boys built more homes on the property.

George lent his carpentry skills to the church, too.  He constructed the large cross that hangs in the front of the
sanctuary.

Ann gardened – both flowers and vegetables – as well as raising her children.  “They were good kids, no trouble,”
she notes.  She was also a seamstress – knitting, sewing, making clothes.  Today she reads, enjoys the family dogs
and tries to keep up with the activities of her large family.  She has 10 grandchildren (five boys and five girls), 28
great grandchildren and one great great grandson.

At Condit Church Ann taught Sunday School and worked
at Vacation Bible School.  She and the other members of
Presbyterian Women make stuffed animals for
hospitalized children (“Tons over the years,” Judy says)
and they visited people in nursing homes.

As a living breathing entity the church has changed over
Ann’s 55 years of membership.  One change she thinks
is especially good is that there are more youth in a
leadership capacity.

Ann will be 95 years old on July 12 and as long as she is
able she plans to be at Condit Church every Sunday. 
“I’ve gone every Sunday since we moved here,” she says. 
“I dearly love that building.  The Lord lives in there
somewhere.”

-4-



Presbytery-wide Cooperative 

          Mission Work Trip
A Presbytery-wide cooperative mission work trip for adult workers is scheduled for
October 22-28, 2017,  to Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  Our purpose is to engage in recovery and
restoration work from wild fires in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, with Presbyterian Disaster
Relief (PDA). 

32 participants age 18 and over may go. They will be doing demolition, clean-up, building repair and recovery work
from wildfire damage. Cars, trucks and church vans will get them to the site.  They will stay in group housing at
the Gatlinburg Presbyterian Church. Cost is $300 per person.  There may be some help on the cost from the church.

Let Rev. Annie know if you are interested.  Applications and more information are on the Presbytery web site at
www.psvonline.org or call Jeannie Harsh at 614-747-0565.

 
(Alex continue from page 1)

He was baptized by Reverend Carol Weiss and became
a member of Condit Presbyterian Church in 2008.  

Alex volunteers for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of  Central
Ohio and is paired with Nazir, a seven year old boy.

As an active member of the Church he has been
involved with the Youth Group and served as a crew
leader at Vacation Bible School in 2016.   Alex was
elected to Elder in 2017 and is co-leader of the Special
Events Committee.  His is working on Condit’s first
Auto Show to be held at the church on August 5th.

Alex graduated from The Ohio State University in 2016
with a degree in Marketing and is employed in the
Marketing Department at Highlights for Children
magazine in Columbus.

His interests include baseball, basketball, listening to
music, e-sports, water sports, and outdoor activities.

Fun Facts: Alex’s favorite animal is a cheetah and he
has touched one.  His favorite fruit is strawberries and
he has picked more in his life than 99.9999% of people
in the world.

Blood Drive Makes Goal
with 21 Pints on June 23!

(Auto & Ice Cream continued from page 1)

To learn more about the Auto Show, visit
www.facebook.com/events/282313512221077.

Ice Cream Social

In the air-conditioned Church Fellowship Hall, grilled
burgers, dogs, and brats will be served with sides of
pasta and potato salads, brownies and ice cream with
assorted toppings.  “Instead of pricing individual items,
we are asking for a donation for the food and drinks,”
commented Sheila Micholes, chair of the Ice Cream
Social.   

In addition to the Auto Show and Ice Cream Social
there will be live music, and family games such as corn
hole set up on the lawn for all to enjoy.  Bring the
family to 15102 Hartford Road on on August 5th for
a relaxing fun filled day of food and fellowship.

Community Euchre Game
Good to see more new faces at the Condit Euchre
Games.  In June we had 4 tables and an extra to rotate
through the couples and the wonderful table of snacks.

“School supplies will be in the room in July so the next
Euchre game is Saturday, August 26,” noted Grant
Bartlett, Euchre Chairperson.
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Condit V.B.S. Provided Clean Water for 41 Children in Peru for One Year

During the week of June 12th, twenty-five children had a Peruvian experience.  Seven were new to Condit V.B.S.
Highlights of the week included a water filtering demonstration by Grant Bartlett, bubbles made from dry ice
(thanks to Polly Horn and Frances Jenkins), and a visit by two alpacas (thanks to Michele King and Kate Skeen). 

The children were divided into four groups led by: Emily Miller (the Lahmon's grandaughter), Ali Markley, Grant
Bartlett, and Caitlynn Curtin with help by Trish Gilbert, Carmie Joseph, Amy Pettit, and Doreen Bartlett. 

During the Experience Peru station, led by Teresa Gorsuch and Donna Mucci, the children felt textiles made in Peru
and talked about the culture there.  George Justice and Aidan Hernandez led the Peru Play station where the
highlight of the week was the water balloon toss and balloon launcher.

During Bible Expedition, Pastor Annie took the kids on a boat ride to teach about Jesus calming the wind and
waves. Among other Bible stories/lessons, the children also learned how Jesus died to forgive our sins and the
children confessed one of their sins by writing it on a heart and pinning it to a cross. 

Everyone enjoyed Incan Treats prepared by Jane Lahmon and Pat Monroe. The treats were tied into the Bible lesson
of the day by Jayne Strouse. 

Polly filled in where needed and did an excellent job of advertising and helping with processing photos for the
bulletin board display and slide show. Sheila Micholes took photos and helped with the Bible Expedition station
one day. Lyle Melick developed a slideshow that was presented during the worship service. 

Many thanks to others who helped decorate and fund the V.B.S. program including: Wendell Carnes, Bill Gorsuch,
Marv Monroe, Mick Sheets, Deb Bergman, Sue Overturf, Karen and Doug Kerns, Frances Jenkins (who also helped
with registration), Grant, Pastor Annie, Teresa G., Jayne S., Pat M., and the Condit Friendly Club. 

Our mission project was collecting money to provide clean water for children of Peru. We collected enough money
to give 41 children clean water for an entire year! Thank you, Condit, for another wonderful experience of sharing
God's word with our youth!

Blessings,
Pam Sheets, V.B.S. Director 
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Center Inn or Van Dorn Tavern

From Tavern to School 
                To First Trenton Presbyterian Church

By Polly Horn
In 1817, Gilbert Van Dorn of New Jersey settled on his 1000 acres in Sunbury
Township.  At the crossroads of the future 605 and 37, he built a two room
long cabin where he and his wife Magdalen ran a tavern or inn.  After the
formation of the townships of Harlem in 1810, Kingston in 1813, and Genoa
in 1816 all that was left of Sunbury Township was the present Trenton
Township.  The village of Sunbury was in Berkshire Township which made it confusing.  In the 1830's, Misters
Leak, Condit and Van Dorn were discussing a better name.  Leak wanted Chester and  Condit wanted Orange but
there was already an Orange Township in Delaware County.  Van Dorn suggested the name Trenton from his home
state of New Jersey.  It was confirmed by the Delaware County Commissioners.   Van Dorn was named Justice of
the Peace for the Trenton Township and held court in his Center Inn.

Van Dorn had added 2 more log rooms to his facility. He had a kiln set up on his property and built a brick stage
coach inn on the Johnstown to Sunbury Route.  The Ogden School was built on 605 near 37.  The area around the
intersection became known as Van’s Valley.

However, there was no house of worship in Trenton Township.  Sometime in 1835, a meeting was held in Center
Inn to discuss the possibility of organizing a Presbyterian church in Trenton township.  Alvin P. Condit and Joseph
S. Condit were asked to secure a preacher and arrange for organization.  They went to Alexandria to discuss the
project but were not encouraged so they went to visit the Presbyterian Church in Genoa.  The pastor Rev. C. N.
Ransom also discouraged them and suggested they join with his church.  On August 31, 1835, Joseph  S. Condit
died and Rev. Ransom was called to Vans Valley to conduct his service.  He reflected that perhaps he was wrong
and the time had come to form a church in this community.

Alvin Condit took the proposal to presbytery and it was  approved.  In the Ogden School on the 15th of October
1836, the following persons were organized into a church, to be called, the First Trenton Presbyterian Church: 
Squire Wheaton,  Mercy Wheaton, Sarah Wheaton, Alvin P. Condit, Maria Condit, Mary Condit, Asenath Condit,
Dorcas Condit, Louis (maybe Lois) Lewis,  Robert Lewis, Elizabeth Leake, Magdalen Van Dorn, Silas Ogden,
Simon Condit, Jane Ogden, Elizabeth Condit, Andrew Herron, Sarah Jacobus, Julia Herron, and Electa Ward.

Elders Silas Ogden, Robert Lewis and Andrew Herron were elected,  During the first year, the same Rev. C. N.
Ransom served as pastor for $18.50 and held most of the services in the school.  Others were held in the Center Inn. 
 A meeting was held February 21, 1837, to discuss the construction of a building.   Its location is a mystery.

On the northwest corner on the 605 & 37 intersection there are four Lewis tombstones.   Lois Lewis died 1838,
Robert in 1841, Thomas in 1843 and Rebecca in 1845.  Robert and maybe Lois Lewis were charter members so I
am assuming the church was built near them.

Bibliography:
Bargar, Jim (Chairman of History Committee, Mary Elizabeth Brenner, Margaret Fisher, Dorothy Justice, Mary Perfect and Lola Dell

Searles).  Condit Presbyterian Church 1836-1996.  Whitney Ink.  1996.
Centennial Bulletin of the First Presbyterian Church in Condit, Ohio.  1936
Crist, Rev. A.C.   History of Marion Presbytery.  Press of Delaware Gazette.  Delaware, Ohio, 1908
Horn, Polly.  “ From Tavern to School to Hartford Road.”  The Sunbury News.   2007.
History of Delaware County, Ohio.  O. L. Baskin & Co.  1880.
Whitney, Georgann.  The Origins of Condit Presbyterian Church.   Community Library’s  Memory Project.
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Help Needed for Ice Cream Social August 5
   Check what you will provide

_____ Coleslaw             _____ Baked Beans _____ Work-Saturday 12-2:30 p.m.

_____ Potato Salad             _____  Brownies _____ Work-Saturday 2:30-4:30 p.m.

_____ Pasta Salad              _____ Set-Up Friday 6:30 p.m. _____ Clean-Up Saturday 4 until done
Complete and give to Sheila Micholes or put in her mail box in the copy room.

Women in the Church . . . . 

Pat Monroe is hostess for the August 2 Club meeting
at 1:00 at her house.  The number of brothers and
sisters you have is the roll call for the meeting.

In the June meeting the club voted not to hold the
Auction which has been their major fund raiser for
several years.  There is no meeting in July.

“There are more major decisions to be made at the
August meeting so we hope every member will make
an effort to attend and vote,” explained Pat.

Ice Cream Social
1-4 Saturday, August 5 

at

Condit Presbyterian Church
For a Donation

Enjoy
Grilled Sandwiches,

Sides of Salads, Beans,
Ice Cream with many

toppings 
and

Outdoor Family Fun

At the June meeting, Mary Ann Counts completed the
study of “Joy” the group has been working on for the
past year.  After the study, they had Chinese food for
their annual Eat-Out.

Presbyterian Women will not meet in July and August
but will resume meeting on September 20.
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