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Serious Faces Reflect Serious Topic

Facebook trollers commented on the lack of smiles on
the faces of this group of young ladies in the Primary
Sunday School Class watching a serious video before
working on their project on Sunday, September 16th.  

Molly Blevins and Darlene Ross teach the class which
meets following the Children’s Message at Sunday
Worship (about 10:15). Sunday School classes do not
meet the first Sunday of the month so the children and
teachers may attend Communion.

Booathon Walk starts at 1:00 in the Shelter behind
General Rosecrans Elementary and will end at the new
home of BWFWS in Sunbury Methodist Church.
Condit walkers should pick up a donor’s sheet in the
narthex to collect donations.  Money goes to stock
shelves with goods that help Big Walnut residents.

Open House and tours of the new BWFWS facility is
1-4. Enter through the lower level SUMC parking lot. 

Development Coming to Trenton Township. . . .

Vans Valley Cemetery 
by Polly Horn

Who is responsible for a cemetery when the church
moves and all the family members are gone from the
area?

There are four stone markers in the Vans Valley
Cemetery, all belonging to members of the Lewis family. 

Robert Lewis and his wife Lois were two of the charter
members of the First Trenton Presbyterian Church and
Robert was one of the first elders of the church. Lois,
who may have been a Comstock, was born 1775, died
November 1, 1838, is buried in this cemetery. 
Apparently Robert (1771-1841) then married Rebecca
(1805-1845).   First he and later she were buried in Vans
Valley.   Thomas (1815-1843), son of Robert and Lois,
is also buried in this cemetery.  He was only 28 at his
death. His wife at the time of his death was Experience
but I was unable to find her so I assume she remarried. 

Many of us have been pleased when the Lester Goodyear
family, who owned the land, mowed around the markers
showing the respect due the final resting place of former
residents.  Rumor says this will change as the new owner
wants to develop the corner.

It is unbelievable that the few graves were the only ones
buried in this cemetery when our Presbyterian Church

 (Continue on page 4)

 Bonfire and Weiner Roast
Special Event and Congregation Care
Committees are joining forces to sponsor
the Annual Bonfire and Hotdog Roast 5 
to 7 on Saturday, October 20, at the fire-
pit in the back parking lot. 
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Rev. Annie Melick

Confirming
By Rev. Annie Melick

This Fall we are beginning a confirmation class with youth in middle
school and high school. The youth meet on Sunday mornings at 9am. This
is a wonderful time to learn, question, wonder, and even laugh together as
we explore the faith. I hope you will keep them in your prayers as they
devote themselves to this process. 

One of the topics we are studying is the set of four questions asked when
a person joins the church in our denomination. 

1. Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its
power in the world?  

2. Who is your Lord and Savior?  

3. Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?

4. Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the  breaking of bread and the
prayers? 

As we read those questions once again, may we each renew our vows to God to be faithful member of Christ’s
holy church. 

Worship and Music Committee . . . .

We will be doing some fun and creative things this
upcoming Advent season and we need help! If you
enjoy decorating, crafts, etc. please join us for
our meeting on Thursday, October 4, at 7pm.
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Worship 10 a.m. 

October 7 Worship with Communion: by Rev. Paul Kim. “Love vs Hate.”  Psalm 26 and 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5.

Liturgist:   Pam Sheets        Acolyte: Nate or Sam Kirby.

Accompanist:   Sasha Neverov.    Special Music: Chancel Choir.

Communion Server:   Ken Bartlett.

Ushers and Greeters: Connie and Jaden Jacob, Emily Sheets and Luis.

October 14 Worship:   Rev. Annie Melick, “Where is God?’ Job 23:1-17. 

Liturgist:   Mick Sheets.    Acolyte: Megan Gilbert.

Accompanist:   Sasha Neverov.    Special Music: Chancel Choir.

Ushers and Greeters: Jeff and Beverly Marshall, Bill and Teresa Gorsuch.

October 21  Worship:  Rev. Annie Melick, Who Else is God?”  Job 38:1-7 (45-41).

Liturgist:  Doug Kerns             Acolyte: Megan Gilbert.                 

Accompanist:   Sasha Neverov.   Special Music: Chancel Choir. 

Ushers and Greeters: Carmie Joseph, Mary Jo Wilson, Mike and Donna Mucci.

October 28 Worship:  Rev. Annie Melick, “God Restores,” Job 42:1-17.

Liturgist:    Kathy Kees.    Acolyte: Acolyte: Nate or Sam Kirby.

Accompanist:   Sasha Neverov.     Special Music: Chancel Choir.

Ushers and Greeters:   Allison Skinner, Sam and Nathan Kirby, and Chip Welch.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY PROVIDED BY JANE COCKRELL.

Remember in Your Prayers. . . . 
Joe Cox, Max and Peggy Sheets, Marv and Pat Monroe, Sue Overturf, 

Jeff Marshall who is having surgery on October 15th, Ken and Doreen Bartlett, 

Sue Milem,  and all of the storm victims. 
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Presbyterian Women will hold their meeting at 11:00 on
Wednesday, October 17, in the  Fellowship Hall. All
women are invited to attend.  

Women will stuff animals for Children’s Hospital the
first hour, then adjourn for their sack lunches (dessert
is provided).

Following lunch, Mary Ann Counts will lead the
discussion on Chapter 9 of  “Knowing God’s Word.”

REMINDER:  Presbyterian Women of Scioto Valley
Presbytery will hold their annual Fall Gathering on
Saturday, October 27, in Second Presbyterian Church in
Newark.  

(Vans Valley Cemetery continued from page 1)

was there for almost 20 years. A look at the Charter
Members (see the list below) helps a little.  The
majority of the those members were very young and
died after the church was moved.

There is no way of knowing how many who joined
later, have been interred there.  Perhaps the surviving
family members moved the remains to the Trenton
Cemetery and maybe there were no other Lewis family
members to take their’s from Vans Valley.  

As Condit Presbyterian Church, don’t we
have a responsibility to these former
members of our congregation?  There
may be no legal courses but surely there is
a moral obligation to help these people.

 

Burials of 20 Charter Members of Condit Presbyterian Church

  1.  Squire Wheaton died 1864, buried in Trenton Cemetery.

  2.      Mercy Wheaton, wife of Squire, died 1864, buried in Trenton Cemetery.

  3.      Sarah Wheaton, daughter of Squire, married Robert Walker, died 1881, buried in Sunbury Memorial.

  4.  Simon Condit died 1839, buried in Trenton Cemetery.

  5.  Elizabeth Hamilton Condit, Simon’s second wife died at her daughter’s in Franklin County.

  6.  Electra Condit Ward married Reuben Ward.  She died in 1864 but not here. 

  7.  Alvin P. Condit, died in 1883 in Iowa.  First buried in cemetery his son donated in Iowa.

  8.      Maria Jacobus Condit, wife of A. P. Condit, 1883 in Iowa, 20 days after her husband.  

  9.  Mary Mulford Condit, second wife of Jotham Condit (A.P.’s brother) died 1875, buried in Trenton.

10.  Asenath Condit, widow of Joseph Smith Condit, died 1875, buried in Trenton Cemetery.

11.  Dorcas Condit married a Ketcham, died 1865 buried in Trenton Township.  

12.  Robert Lewis, died 1841, buried in Vans Valley Cemetery.

13.       Lois Lewis first wife of Robert Lewis, died 1838 buried in Vans Valley Cemetery.

14.  Elizabeth Leake, probably married Edward Dent 1846, died 1852, buried in Trenton Cemetery. 

15.  Magdalena Van Dorn, wife of Gilbert Van Dorn, died 1856, buried in Sunbury Memorial.           

16.  Silas Ogden, died 1867 in Franklin County.

17.  Jane Ogden, wife of Silas not found.

18.  Andrew Herron, buried 1870 in Sunbury Memorial Park.

19.        Julia Herron wife of  Andrew, died 1872 buried in Sunbury Memorial Park

20.  Sara Jacobus died 1868, buried in Trenton Cemetery.

Note:   2 are buried in Vans Valley Cemetery, 8 are buried in Trenton Cemetery, 4 are buried in Sunbury        
            Memorial Park, 2 are buried in Iowa, 2 are buried in Franklin County, and 2 were not found.   
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Kathy Kees

Getting to Know You . . . . 

Kathy Kees
by Jennie Kavage

“We must have looked like a line of little ducklings,”  Kathy Kees chuckles
about the four little Kees girls following their parents from the manse to the
church.  Their dad was a minister, first Methodist and then Presbyterian. 
In 1974 when Kathy was in fifth grade he became minister of the
Johnstown Presbyterian Church.  Kathy, second in the line by age, notes
that her grandfather and uncle were also ministers.  Her mother was an
English teacher at Johnstown-Monroe High School and each daughter was
in her class at one time or another.

Kathy is an elementary education graduate of Otterbein University and
taught 29 years at Mark Twain Elementary in Westerville.  She discovered
she loved teaching math and, with her follow teachers developed a team
teaching approach that allowed teachers to specialize.  She became the fifth
grade math teacher.

For 11 summers she and a friend ran the playground programs for
Westerville Parks and Recreation.  They traveled the final two weeks  of
the summer.  Kathy was on a mission to visit every major league ballpark,

accomplished when they took in the Minnesota Twins park in  Minneapolis.

Then George Justice started coming to Mark Twain Elementary two half-days a week to teach phys ed.  One day
Kathy walked down the hall with him and happened to mention her quest to visit every major league baseball park. 
George played baseball in college and for years played in an adult baseball league.  The next evening he called and
asked her out.  She remembers it clearly – a baseball game and Max & Erma’s.  This December 3rd is their 25th

anniversary.

Not only are they life partners, they are business partners in Justice Associates as a mentorship team for people who
are in business or want to be.   Kathy is a certified image consultant focusing on business image and presentation
including color, fashion, personal well-being and health.  She says it is a business focus but God is a part of
everything she does.

Kathy is Condit’s liaison to Friends Who Share and for the last 15 years has organized the annual school supply
program for the children of  FWS clients, making sure each child gets exactly what is needed for his or her
particular school and class.  Supplies are donated by local churches and book bags are provided through the Brett
Stelzer Book Bag Project.  Kathy’s sister Connie Jacob gets the book bags at cost through her Learning Express
stores.  More than 100 volunteers come to the Condit basement to help out, one year readying 170 book bags in one
day.

This is Kathy’s last year for the backpack project.  Next year Sheryl Hernandez will be in charge and packing day
will be held some other place.  Kathy will continue as FWS liaison.  She says Condit members come through every
time Friends Who Share needs food donations or Christmas gifts, etc.

She has served the church as an elder and on the remodeling committee for the basement and library. She schedules
servers for communion and keeps up the big sign beside the church.  Since practice has moved from Tuesday to
Wednesday she has been able to add her soprano voice to the church choir.       (Continue on page 6)
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Easy Apple Dumplings

9x13 greased pan          350º             25-45 minutes

2 large apples, peeled and cut into 8 pieces each
2 tubes of crescent rolls
Roll each apple piece in a crescent dough.  Place    
   in prepared pan.
Bring to a boil: 2 sticks of butter

 1½ cups brown sugar
 1 tsp. vanilla
 1 tsp. cinnamon

   When thickened, remove from heat and pour       
     over dumplings.
Pour 12 oz. of 7-Up around edges of pan and      
down center between dumplings.  Do Not pour     
over dumplings.      Bake 350º 25 - 45 minutes.

Other Churches in Trenton Township

After the First Trenton Presbyterian Church moved to
Hartford Road, the original one on 605 was sold for
$100 to Mr. Miles and Mr. Skinner in 1858 to be used
as Trenton United Brethren Church.  Zion Christian
Church met in the same building.  The denominations
closed sometime after 1916 and the building became a
machinery and storage shed until the owner Ed Ginn
took it down in 1953.

Construction of the Trenton Methodist Episcopal
Church on Daniel Brown’s property in 1854 allowed
the congregation to have a minister without the entire
expense since it shared a circuit rider with Galena. This
church became Vans Valley Methodist Episcopal
Church at the corner of Vans Valley Road and S. R. 37. 
In 1978, they built a new brick facility further east on S.
R. 37 now known as Vans Valley Community Church.

None of the newer churches included a cemetery.  The
trend to have cemetery connected to the church had
waned.  Trenton Township expanded its cemetery on
Hartford Road.  Local residents can use it or Sunbury
Memorial Park.

Food &
Fun 

Doreen Bartlett continues to cook up interesting and
tasty meals on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month.  It is a wonderful night out for the cook in your
household so bring the family to Condit from 5-7:30. 
This is a good time to ask a neighbor to join us.  The
meals are not just for Condit members.  

 
These delightful dumplings were made by Lynda
O’Quinn for Food & Fun.  So many wanted the recipe,
she shared it with us.  

Hope to see you at Condit, October 10th and 24th!

(Kees continued from page 5)
Kathy especially likes Condit because it is a family
church with all the generations represented, but church,
she says, is just a little part of our relationship with
God.  “God is part of my being.  I want to live my life
so God shows through me.”

-6-



Lots of Smiles in Sunday School

Rainbows bring smiles in Sunday School Class!

Sheets and Monroe Families
Welcome New Member

Chantal and Mo Carey are the proud parents of  Roman
James Carey born Sunday, September 16th, weighing 9
lbs 5 oz at birth. They live in Walnut Creek, CA. 
Grandparents are Mark and Ginette Monroe and great
grandparents are Marvin and Pat Monroe.

On the 19th, Marv suffered a heart attack while in
California to meet his new great grandson.  Fortunately
Mark, the baby’s grandfather, was in the same motel
and got him to a hospital.  Angioplasty procedure was
performed successfully.

Peek at Our Church History
Sometime in 1835, a meeting was held in Gilbert Van Dorn's Tavern on the Johnstown-Sunbury Road (14659 St.
Rt. 37) to discuss the possibility of organizing a Presbyterian Church in Trenton Township. 

On October 15, 1836, after the twenty charter members signed the petition (see list on page 4 ), Silas Ogden, Robert
Lewis and Andrew Herron were elected Elders, and the First Trenton Presbyterian Church was formed in the Ogden
School House (the wooden Vans Valley School) on St. Route 37 between Vans Valley Road and 605.  

During the first year, Rev. C. N. Ransome served as pastor for $18.50 and
held  service in either the Ogden School or the Van Dorn Tavern - which
ever was available.  Most of the very early church history was lost before
records were kept in 1851.  

We do know in 1838 the First Trenton Presbyterian Church was built on the
northeast corner of 605 and 37 with a cemetery beside it. Lois Lewis may
have been the first person buried there.  As Trenton became more
populated, it was decided to build another church closer to the center of the
township to be nearer the majority of the members of the congregation. The
second  church was built in 1856 north of Hartford Road to be nearer the
majority of the members of the congregation. This church was built across
the street from the present manse for $500.  It became known as the Condit
Presbyterian Church. When this building became too small, it was sold to
Mr. Pierson who moved it away to use for a barn until lightning caused it
to burn. 

On May 25, 1879, the present Condit Presbyterian Church was built on the
south side of the street, cross from Pierson’s.
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Condit Blood Drive 
      Friday, October 19

American Red Cross will be in the Condit
Fellowship Hall from 1-6 on October 19th for
the fifth Condit Blood Drive of 2018.

Red Cross has been short blood and really needs
each drive to make goal to replenish the blood
bank.

Condit’s goal is 20 pints for this drive.  At the
present time there are 13 donors signed up to
give. To make an appoinyment to donate blood,
email GiveBlood@ConditChurch.org or call
Polly Horn at 740-965-3582.  By registering
ahead of time, you can go online and complete
Rapidpass paperwork which will allow you to
complete the donation process faster.

Jane Lahmon is in charge of the canteen which
serves food and drinks to donors.  Call Jane if
you would like to help.  

American Red Cross Wants
Your Household Ready

When a flash flood, fire, tornado or other
disaster threatens your home, there’s absolutely
no time to lose – you might have just minutes to
evacuate.  Remember Blizzards!

Start preparing today to be ready for tomorrow.
Do you have a preparedness kit ready in your
home? Do you know what to put in it? Test your
disaster preparation knowledge with their short
quiz!
 
When you are disaster-prepared, in the event of
an emergency you’ll help not only your own
household, but also the first responders who
will be there to assist.

Follow these simple steps to get started:

Get a Kit: Gather the essential supplies to put 
in your family’s first aid and emergency
preparedness kits.

Make a Plan: Plan effectively for you and your
family in case of an emergency.

Be Informed: Understand which disasters are
likely to occur in your area and what you must
know to stay safe.

Visit redcross.org/prepare to learn more

World Communion
Offering

PC(USA)'s Peace and Global Witness Offering
has been a source of relief and encouragement
to those seeking peace around the world. 

The Offering now has a greater global reach,
makes a more significant impact, and empowers
participating congregations to use 25% of the
money they raise on local and worldwide
ministries of their choice. 

Mid councils retain an additional 25% for
ministries of peace and reconciliation. 

Presbyterian Mission Agency uses the 
remaining 50%  to advocate for peace and
justice in cultures of violence through
collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness.

Peace & Global Witness Offering is received
during the Season of Peace, which ends on
World Communion Sunday, October 7. 

Condit will collect this special offering that day
during Worship.

Remember, God answers
prayers, but you have to pray.
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