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Condit to Reopen with
Outdoor Worship Service

Blood Drive Friday, August 14
American Red Cross will be in the Fellowship Hall
from 1-5:45 to collect blood. Social distancing and
masks are required.

Sunday, August 9th, at 10 a.m. is the first Outdoor
Worship Service at Condit. In respect to the virus
which is still with us, we are asking everyone to wear
masks and households to stay together 6 feet from other
groups. The service will be live streamed on line for
those not ready to attend in person.

All donors’ blood will be tested to see if they have
covid antibodies which would mean they had the virus
and might not have known it. At this point, I do not
believe there is science which shows how long the
antibodies stay in the blood.

Bob Westbrook of the Communications Committee has
worked with Lyle Melick, Adam Garner, and Ken
Bartlett to get the equipment needed for live streaming.
They hope to have it working for the first Outdoor
Service.

To make an appointment to donate you may use the Red
Cross app or contact Polly Horn, 740-965-3582.
Those of you who gave at Condit in June know you
must enter the drive through the patio where they will
check your temperature and tell you when you may
enter the building.

In addition to masks, please bring a chair for each
member of your household. In case of emergency, the
parking lot entry will be unlocked for people to get to
the restroom.

Because of covid, we are not allowed to serve you food
but wrapped snacks, juice and water will be provided.

If you are in quarantine, have a fever or other signs you
might be carrying covid, please do not attend.

In June we collected 22 pints to help save 66 lives. Eat
your iron-rich food or take iron vitamins and help us
save lives.

The offering plate will not be passed. A box will be
provided for your offering.

Adult Book Study Group
Continues in August

For those worshiping at home, check on the church
website at www.ConditChurch.org for the link to the
service.

On Wednesday evenings at 7:00, participants in the
discussion of the book, Anxious To Talk About It;
Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully About Racism
by Carolyn B. Helsel, will meet in the Condit
Fellowship Hall with masks and observe social
distancing to discuss the book. You may purchase it
online or for your Nook. If you cannot get it, please
come to the group and add to the discussion.

If the weather does not permit an outdoor service, we
will send a group email and put notices on facebook and
the website. The Worship Service will be filmed in the
church and will be available online later in the day.

Exploring racism is part of being a Matthew 25 Church.

REMEMBER WANDS FOR WILDLIFE!

If you are interested in helping set up equipment before
the service, please contact Rev. Annie or Bob
Westbrook at the numbers on the back of the newsletter.
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A CALL TO PRAYER –
THE NOON PRAYER CHALLENGE FOR AUGUST
by Rev. Annie Melick
Unsettling. Scary. Confusing. Dividing. These words may describe how
you feel about the state of our world right now. But I would also add some
other words that I hope will describe this time. Uniting. Inspiring.
Motivating. Faith-growing.
This is a time when I hope that your faith sustains and inspires you. At any
Rev. Annie Melick
given moment you may find yourself on either of the word lists above. I
think I go back and forth all day long! But throughout each day, I know
God is with me, Jesus is my companion, and the Holy Spirit is my guide. As I pray for each of you, it is my prayer
that you are healthy physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
As I’ve prayed about what we as a congregation can do at this time, I believe God is calling us to continue what
we’re doing – staying safe, caring for others, giving our children and youth resources to keep growing in their faith,
praying for each other, reading our Bibles, making phone calls to each other and performing acts of kindness, and
attending/watching our worship services. All of these things are ways we minister to one another and experience
God’s love and presence.
The other thing I believe we are called to do during this time is extra prayer. In a time when people are having
serious disagreements that result in saying/doing things we would not normally say and do, I believe the church is
called to pray and seek God. I recently watched a video of the musical Hamilton and I especially enjoyed the words
in one song, “Say less. Smile more.” I’m hoping our refrain at Condit for this time could be, “Say fewer negative
things. Pray more.”
Please join me in prayer for the month of August. Whether you pray for 10 seconds or 30 minutes, I would
challenge you to pray each day at noon wherever you are. Some of the things you might pray about are:
· Lord, help me to say and do fewer negative things.
· God, I pray that you would be with those who are sick and heal them.
· Bring unity and peace to our families, churches, communities, nation and world.
I hope you will join me for the NOON PRAYER CHALLENGE each day in August. I will be praying for all
of you. ShalomRev. Annie Melick

Worship- August 2020
Who is Jesus?
8/02/20
8/09/20
8/16/20
8/23/20
8/30/20

Worship and Communion: Jesus Feeds 5000 People
Worship: Jesus Walks on Water
Worship: Faith in Jesus
Worship: Jesus is the Messiah
Worship: Jesus Teaches Self-Denial
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Matthew 14:13-21
Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew 15:21-28
Matthew 16:13-20
Matthew 16:21-28

Condit And Covid
by Jennie Kavage
There was hope in the beginning that churches might reopen for Easter. That it didn’t
happen was a major disappointment for Pam Sheets but, she says, “I have felt safe with
the online worship. I was all for going back to church but since the Covid has come closer
to home I think we need to follow the guidelines and be smart about our decisions.” She
has zoomed to Wednesday prayer sessions, Thursday afternoon chats and “For Our
Children’s Children” sessions with Polly Horn on Tuesdays. She often helps The Rev.
Annie Melick with the Zoom for Condit Kids, also on Tuesdays. She and Sue Milem have made Sunday School
kits with stories and crafts they have delivered to the children. A soprano in the choir, Pam especially misses
singing and notes that Music Director Adam Garner is getting a virtual choir together.
Donna Mucci is “Thrilled to be able to attend church through YouTube,” and thinks online
worship may be necessary through the rest of the year. She appreciates the newsletters,
email updates and the prayer chain. If she wasn’t receiving that information she would
worry that someone could get sick and she wouldn’t know it. She has really missed that
community of church family but says, “We all know if we need someone we can reach out
to the Rev. Annie or touch base with friends.”
Homer Wilson, who likely has made more coffee at Condit than anyone
currently living, says he and his wife, Mary Jo, “miss the people more
than anything, especially Doreen Bartlett’s evening meals and sitting
around visiting and joking with each other afterward.” They do watch the online worship service
whenever their girls set it up for them.

Having help getting set up for Sunday worship online is important for Linda Dado who
calls herself computer-illiterate. She especially enjoyed the service the Rev. Annie did
from her deck. Rain and heat are concerns for resuming church outside, Linda says. Cards
and calls have been appreciated. She doesn’t Zoom but does her own studying, reads the
Bible and prays every day.
Jane Cockrell has been participating in the “Children’s Children”
Zoom with the help of her daughters who were in and out until Covid19 put her in self-quarantine. As much as she enjoys listening to the worship service online, she
fully intends to be back at church as soon as it opens.
Harold Ramsey hasn’t been much interested in online worship or even reading
the newsletter since the pandemic hit. “Annie said she’d come by and pray with
me but I can do that on my own,” he says. “I might be interested if we have an
outdoor service wearing masks.”
John Whitney watches the services on YouTube and texts with Ken Bartlett and
George Justice about church maintenance. Recently the subject has been power-washing the
building and John was to see to yearly maintenance of the well plumbing. The manse had bees
and that had to be taken care of. “A lot of people are watching our worship services,” he says,
“and Bob Westbrook is looking into equipment to live-stream services when we start back up.
We need to look into how to reach out even more.”

Sheila Micholes, elder with the Congregational Care Committee, has been sending cards and
making phone calls to church members and friends since the pandemic restrictions began. She
is very proud that she, George Justice and Kathy Kees were able to provide a catered meal at
Trenton Township Hall for the family when Ann Ross died and do it safely. Sheila hopes the
church family can get together safely outside after the weather cools down. She feels the church
needed to work on its communications skills and the pandemic has provided that opportunity.
Trisha Gilbert catches the online worship when she can and her girls Megan,
ll, and Helen, 9, have participated in the Condit Kids Zoom for Bible stories, activities and
learning the Lord’s Prayer. The Sunday School care packages were good, too, she reports. Trisha
has enjoyed the Zoom Happy Hour where “you can see people face to face” and Zoom sessions
are good for things like Bible Study because she doesn’t have to get someone to take care of the
girls. Prayer chain notifications have come more frequently since the pandemic started, she
believes, and the newsletter has helped her keep up with people also. She would like to try an
outdoor service and get the church family back together.
As church treasurer, Ken Bartlett has attended all meetings by Zoom during these Covid-19
months. At least one was a Zoom lunch with the pastor. He does watch the online worship
service but for a member of the choir it’s not like being there in person. “I like being able to
sing and express myself through music. I also like being with the other members of the church
family. Watching online you almost feel you’re alone,” he says. Ken is interested to see how
Adam Garner’s virtual choir comes out. He wonders if one church family could get together
with another but, on the other hand, the Bartletts have been very cautious. He notes that Rev.
Annie has gotten comments from people watching the service from Florida and elsewhere and
he thinks Zoom probably has a place in Condit’s future. Interestingly, he notes, the church
is “keeping up” financially. For a couple of months there was more giving but as summer has gone on that has
slowed down. “We are still in the black. Finances are better than last year – kind of a surprise.”
All the people who participated in this survey felt the online worship service should be continued after the
pandemic for people who are homebound, out of town or have moved away. All wanted the church family to get
back together, perhaps at an outdoor worship service, with all safety precautions including masks.

Remember in Your
Prayers . . . .
Gary Gilbert Family,
Ann Ross Family,
Jim Irwin, Joe Cox,
Sue Overturf,
Peggy and Max
Sheets.
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Dear Condit Family,
On behalf of Ann and my family,
I would like to thank you all for the
lunch that was served.
My mom loved this church from
the moment she saw it and that was
where she went for so many years.
She lived a long good life and got to
do many things. She is at peace
with her husband now.
She loves you all.
Thank you all.
Sincerely,
Judy Watts
And Family
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