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Pastor Search Update                

                                                                         
We are contracting with Holy Cow Consulting to do a
mission study for our church.  This will help to identify
strength and weakness of our congregation.  

This means that we need to hear from you!  Many of
you have already completed the survey, either by the
link or paper copy.  As of Nov 21, we have 33 returned,
which is 57% return rate.  

Our consultant, Elizabeth, will review the surveys and
compile a summary to be presented to Session on Dec
8 at 7 pm.  A written report will be provided.  A copy
will be provided to us to be kept in the church library. 
We will provide the report to Presbytery for review.  

We may do further canvassing to better define our
congregational needs and pastoral solutions.  Following
Presbytery approval, we will be nominating a Pastor
Nominating Committee. 

If you need a survey link or paper copy, contact
Marianne Westbrook, 614-738-5005.

Session members – Marianne Westbrook, Judy Watts,
Sandy Thacker

Advent, the Countdown to Christmas
With the lighting of the first candle last Sunday, 
Advent began in Condit.

We thought of others first when we collected items
for Big Walnut Friends who Share. Teresa Gorsuch
delivered 51 hats and 61 pairs of mittens/gloves to
them.  On Sunday, Kathy Kees took 120 Jiffy mixes
to Galena Methodist Church where the Big Walnut
Basketball team will fill boxes for the B.W.F.W.S.
families.  The extra mixes Condit collected will go to
B.W.F.W.S. shelves to be used when and where they
are needed.  THANKS, LADIES!

Christmas Events Coming Soon . . .

Condit Christmas Program
Adam Garner is planning the evening of music and
activities for the family to begin at 6 p.m. on Sunday,
December 4.  Everyone looks forward to this event each
year.

The event will end with punch and cookies in the
Fellowship Hall.  If you will bake a batch of Christmas
Cookies for the event, please let Teresa Gorsuch know.

Christmas Eve Worship
This Candlelight Worship Service with Communion
is perhaps the most beautiful service of the year.  It
begins at 7 p.m. and ends with the singing of  “Silent
Night” by candlelight.  

Christmas Day Worship
Condit Worship begins at 10 a.m. with the ringing of
the church bell.
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Rev. Wayne Morrison sent this article from “The
Outlook Magazine” originally
published by Princeton
Theological Seminary.

           ADVENT
Advent is a period of preparation
for the coming (Latin: advenio)

of  Christ. Its themes are many and varied. As a period
of preparation, it has about it an anticipated exultation
of the Good News of great joy.  At the same time, it is
primarily a period of evaluation and penitence, as we
seek ways in which we may  prepare ourselves for
Christ’s entrance into our lives, both now and in the
final Day of the Lord.

Advent was developed in the northern hemisphere, and
many of the popular customs derive from lands of  the
Northern Hemisphere. It is the time of the shortening of
days and of rest. It is a time of longing for the coming
of the light (Light), of waiting for the Lord. The
emphasis is on the promises of God’s stepping  into our
darkness, of God’s Incarnation, and God’s providential
breaking into light in our midst. “We can  never say that
we missed God’s coming; for our awesome encounter
with [God] still lies ahead for us. In a real sense, the
‘holy night’ of Christ’s coming still lies ahead for our
world. The New Testament does not close simply with
an Amen to what has already passed. It also pronounces
an Amen to what is yet to come: Maranatha, Come,
Lord Jesus.” (Johannes Metz).

THE ADVENT WREATH
The Advent wreath probably originated in Scandinavia,
although Germans of the Evangelical church have used
it since the Reformation. The wreath is round, for
God’s eternity, and of evergreen, for the everlastingness
of God’s mercy which we anticipate in Advent.
Sometime purple candles and purple ribbons are used,
symbolic of our self-examination and penitence in the
anticipation of Christ’s coming.  However, the
traditional color of Advent is blue, which until 1500 CE
was the color of Advent and which  in the Sarum rite
signifies expectation. Many churches today use blue to
distinguish the season from Lent.

On the first Sunday in Advent and during the following
week, the first candle is lit; on the second Sunday  and
during the following week, two candles are lit, etc.

Usage varies as with all customs. Some use three purple
(or blue) and one rose candle, the rose candle

WORSHIP
December 4 at 10 a.m. Rev. Morrison

        at 6 p.m. Condit Christmas                       
            Program

December 11 at 10 a.m. Rev. Morrison

December 18 at 10 a.m. Rev. Morrison

December 24 at 7 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve
   and Communion with 
    Rev. Morrison

December 25 at 10 a.m. Rev. Morrison
Greeters and Ushers for December 

John and Georgann Whitney and 

Mike and Donna Mucci

Flowers for December 

       Doug and Karen Kerns and the Poinsettia Tree.  

(Continue Advent Wreath)  being lit on the third Sunday
(also known as Gaudete [rejoice] Sunday). Some place
six white candles between each of the four, one for each
day of the week, with this feeble light as a reminder of
our  feebleness and spiritual darkness until the Light of
Life shines upon us in Christ our Lord.

There are various interpretations of the four candles and
the four weeks. An early and pervasive understanding is
that the four candles represent four thousand years of
waiting for the Christ! A derivative interpretation has the
candles represent the redemptive promise at the creation,
the covenant promise to  the patriarchs, the royal
promise of David’s kingdom, and the prophetic promise
of the Messiah.

Another interpretation sees the first as the prophecy
candle, opening the period of waiting for the coming 
fulfilment. The second candle is the preparation or
Bethlehem candle, symbolic of the preparations needed
to cradle and receive the Christ. The third is the
proclamation or Shepherd’s candle, calling us to  glorify
and to share the Christ. The fourth, the power or the
Angel’s candle, reminds us of the transcendent power
and glory of the Incarnation and of the final triumphant
coming of Christ.

Often a large Christ candle is placed in the center of the
wreath. This candle is lit on Christmas Eve to  remind us
of the entrance of the Light of the World. The center
candle alone is then lit on each of the twelve days of
Christmas (December 26—January 6).



Food and Fun, Dec. 14 & 28

Although the wind pulled the grommets out of the sign,
Doreen Bartlett reported she was pleased to serve about
45 dinners in November. 

People seem to be happy with the day and time so she
will continue to serve on the second and fourth
Wednesdays from 5 to 7.  

If there is a particular meal you fancy, let her know. 
She has been using Condit Cookbooks to get ideas.
Trustees are getting the sign repaired.

Bergmann To Lead Iberia Church

Presbytery of Scioto Valley invites you to a Service of
Worship to the Glory of God to Celebrate the
Commissioning of Ruling Elder Deb Bergmann to
Pastoral Service with Iberia Presbyterian Church.  This
will happen on Sunday, December 4th at 3 pm. at Iberia
Presbyterian Church, 8607 County Rd 30, Iberia, OH. 

Women’s Circle
Members of the Circle will meet on Wednesday,
December 21st at noon in the home of Judy Watts for a
Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon.

                    Euchre
Due to the holidays, the euchre players will not get
together in December.  The next Euchre Game night
will be January 

WANDS FOR WILDLIFE NEEDED THIS

MONTH TO BE SHIPPED IN JANUARY!

Training for Church Elders

Mark your calendars for Partners in Education (PIE)
Leadership Training Day! Our PIE Training Day will be
held at the Worthington Presbyterian Church on
Saturday, January 21, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

There is something for everyone, with workshops on:
     - Church Leadership Training.
     - Generational Theory and the Church.
     - Exploring Spiritual Direction.
     - Re-Inspiring Connections.
     - Vital Congregations.
     - Justice Tourism.

PLUS, information on how our churches are living into
Matthew 25 AND a keynote speaker on Vital
Congregations.

The cost is $15 which includes lunch. Registration will
open soon.

Remember in You Prayers . . . .

Max and Peggy Sheets,
Joe Cox, 
Homer and Mary Jo Wilson. 

All of the members who are sick
with a flu or the 4 to 6 week
virus.

Condit Blood Drive December 9

American Red Cross will be in the Condit Fellowship
Hall from 1-6 on Friday, Dec. 9th for the sixth and last
Blood Drive of the year. So far this year we have taken
in  114 pints of blood to save 342 lives.  

If you have never donated blood, this is a good time to
try.  The process usually takes less than an hour from
start to finish.  It is important to drink lots of water the
day of the drive.  

Most people are eligible to give.  If in doubt call Polly
at 740-965-3582 or check the list on

https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/how-
to-donate/eligibility-requirements.html
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Emily Sheets and Brittany Back

Mount Kilimanjaro

Two Friends Tackle Mount Kilimanjaro
by Jenny Kavage

Mount Kilimanjaro, a dormant volcano in Tanzania,
is the highest mountain in Africa and, at 19,341 feet,
the highest single free-standing mountain above sea
level in the world.  Perhaps the most famous
nontechnical summit in the world, it was conquered
a few months ago by Condit member Emily Sheets. 
Emily is the daughter of Pam and Mick Sheets, and
granddaughter of Peggy and Max Sheets and Pat and
Marvin Monroe, all of whom have been a part of
Condit more years than she has candles on her cake.

Her friend Brittany Back said she had always
planned to climb Mount Kilimanjaro to celebrate her 30th birthday.  She asked Emily to go along. In the spring
Brittany tore up her knee skiing in Colorado and had to have reconstructive surgery.  Emily damaged her hamstring
in June playing volleyball.  This led to weeks of physical therapy she called “pain and torture.”  She religiously
followed her doctor’s instructions to be ready for the September climb. 

For the next few months she kept water and a backpack full of books in her car so she could walk up every hill she
saw, pack on her back. Her doctor told her to climb up and then come down backwards to double the movement
she needed. Over the July 4th holiday she hiked in Colorado but not above 11,000 feet.

August 26, Emily and Brittany were on their way.  Their first four days in
Tanzania were spent on safari seeing an incredible variety of animals spread
out before them on the rolling Serengeti plains--elephants, cape buffalo, zebra,
wildebeests, elands, antelope, lions, cheetah, leopards, giraffe, ostrich, a
variety of monkeys, crocodile and hippopotamuses to name a few. 

They were warned by their guides that the hippopotamus
is extremely territorial and Africa’s most dangerous
animal. Second most dangerous, they were told, is the buffalo.  It didn’t stop them from
moving toward a buffalo when a French girl approached to get a picture. At about 12 feet they
crossed the buffalo’s line.  He snorted, stamped and charged. The French girl ran for the
bathroom and Emily for the toolshed.  Brittany’s knee collapsed and she fell to the ground,
which probably saved them.  No longer threatened, the buffalo snorted, stamped his foot and
turned away.

The ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro began in rain forest with the temperature at 70 humid
degrees on September l.  Supporting the two young women were two guides, eight porters and
one cook.  Emily and Brittany carried their 30-pound day packs while the men carried all the

food, propane, duffels and other gear, approximately 140 pounds each, on their heads and necks. 

They took the Machame route, reputed to be one of the most scenic, on their climb to Uhuru, tallest of
Kilimanjaro’s three peaks. At the end of the first day they had reached an elevation of 9,927 feet and the air was
getting colder. Each day sunscreen became more important. Their vitals were checked daily to be sure they were
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Emily at the Peak

still able to climb.  Most who fail to reach the summit do so because of altitude sickness, Emily explains.  The
guides constantly reminded them to go “pole, pole” (rhymes with “go-lay”), Swahili for “slowly, slowly,” not the
speed Emily wanted to go at all. They were to drink water “like a camel,” four liters a day, and eat food like a
termite, think Thanksgiving feast three meals a day.  Latrines at the base camps were holes in the floor. Along the
trail, nature calls were answered behind big boulders. 

The fourth and fifth days were spent going up to a higher camp and then back down, up and
down, up and down, to become acclimated to the altitude. The sun during the day was warm but
the nights were cold. Emily, being particularly cold sensitive, was thankful she had spent the
money to get a very good sleeping bag.

The evening of the fifth day the climbers bedded down for a few hours of sleep before being
awakened at 11 p.m. to begin their ascent to the summit. 

“It was 15 degrees,” Emily notes. “With our headlamps on we looked like coordinated fireflies
going up the mountain.”  

By 3 a.m. the temperature had dropped to 5 degrees with windchill. Even though she was dressed in her warmest
clothing including long johns, fleece, boots, snow pants, snow jacket, bandana around her neck and multiple
handwarmers on her hands and feet the wind cut right through. If anything would have stopped her it would have
been walking six and a half hours in darkness in the bitter cold.  She would have cried but the tears would have
frozen to her face. She couldn’t feel her toes; she couldn’t feel her nose. She had never been so cold in her life. 
The water in her camelbak froze but she kept a bottle warm under her armpit.

At 6:30 a.m. when they were 500 feet from the summit, the sun rose over the horizon  like the answer to a prayer
bringing a bit of instant warmth. An hour later they reached the summit–Uhuru Peak. The landscape, Emily says,
looked rocky like Mars maybe - frosted-over rocks and rolling fog. The only snow was on diminished glaciers off
in the distance. Her brain wasn’t getting enough oxygen so it was like having one-too-many to drink.  She wanted
to take a picture but she couldn’t work her phone. 

For about 10 minutes she was happy, thrilled that she and
Brittany had accomplished what they started out to do. Then
she told her guide she was “so stinking cold she wanted to get
off this mountain the fastest way she could.” While most
descended the switchback trail they had climbed up, Emily and
her guide skree-skated straight down the mountain sliding
through the dust and small rocks to make base camp in two
hours, time for a four-hour nap before the others returned.

In a day-and-a-half they were down the mountain and soon into
a hotel room where they felt like queens. There were real toilets and toilet paper!

Emily, a 2013 graduate of The Ohio State University, with a degree in mechanical engineering works for Divert,
Inc., a company finding ways to divert food waste away from landfills and reduce the landfill gases that contribute
to climate change. The natives who live near Mount Kilimanjaro told her the glaciers are pale in comparison to
what they used to be. She is proud to be playing a part to help preserve the planet.

    Try this link to Emily’s YouTube of her adventure:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzuhWF55Lo8
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