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      Condit Courier                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                June 2026 

 

Dear Friends, 

                                                                                                             
I've never been much of a gardener. I recall 

with fondness my parents having a garden 

where we could help ourselves to tomatoes 

off the vine, which we would shake salt onto 

and chow away! I recall harvesting ears of 

corn for the boiling pot to bring to maximum 

sweetness. I even remember the crunch of the 

kohlrabi, planted because they were my uncle's favorite. 

 

But I also remember when things didn't grow as well as hoped. I used to plant cherry 

tomatoes in planters on my porch. You know, those are the plants that people say will 

succeed even with non-green thumb growers like me. Well, I've had blight, or bugs, 

or too much rain, or too much sun...whatever it is, I did not end up with more than a 

handful of salad toppers! 

 

While growing a garden isn't quite like growing a family, there are some similarities. 

One of those it that it takes more than parents to successfully grow a child. It takes 

more than hopes and dreams, just like it takes more than sun and water in the right 

amounts to grow a garden. And let's face it, sometimes we aren't as successful as we 

had hoped. Sometimes the outside influences prevent the children from getting the 

good rain and fertilizer that parents and churches provide. Sometimes the outside 

influences are like blight or bugs, or even like an umbrella preventing rain from 

reaching the children. 

 

While this might be what the Montes are dealing with, in that outside influences kept 

Jase from growing into her best person, this isn't just about Jase. This is about us and 

God too. 

 

God has sent rain and sun into our lives and prays that we will absorb the good stuff 

and fight off the bad. We don't do so well sometimes. Even though we received the 

Holy Spirit to work in and through us, which you would think would offer us all we 

need, we allow the world to block what we don't want...even when what is offered is 

actually what we really need. 

 

While Pastor Sam is using a few weeks to regroup and help the children to cope with 

this difficult loss, we also need to reconnect with our Creator, to slow down enough to  
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Dear Friends, continued from page 1 

 

listen. The corn doesn't grow overnight and neither 

do we. We need to give ourselves the time to reflect, 

to pray, and to breathe. The Holy Spirit has called 

you to be a part of a strong faith community to 

support one another. I'm grateful for your 

faithfulness and your blessings. Be gentle with 

yourself and one another. 

 

Holding you all in prayer in this season. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

  

The Rev. Kathy Nice 

Executive Presbyter, Presbytery of Scioto Valley 

knice@psvonline.org  

614-847-0565 (office) or 614-507-2626 (mobile) 

 

The following poem was contributed by Kathy Nice 

on Ascension Sunday after her message about 

blessing and leaving being deeply bound together, 

and that love somehow endures within every aching 

distance that happens in life. With His Ascension 

blessing “Jesus showed the substance of grief is also 

the substance of love. They are made of the same 

stuff. If we stay with both the grief and the love, the 

love will become more clear and clarifying. In time, 

love will show us the way to go.”  

 

Blessing the Distance 

It is a mystery to me 

how as the distance 

between us grows, 

the larger this blessing 

becomes, 

as if the shape of it 

depends on absence, 

as if it finds its form 

not by what 

it can cling to 

but by the space 

that arcs 

between us. 

As this blessing 

makes its way, 

first it will cease 

to measure itself 

by time. 

Then it will release 

how attached it has become 

to this place 

where we have lived, 

where we have learned 

to know one another 

in proximity and 

presence. 

Next this blessing 

will abandon 

the patterns 

in which it moved, 

the habits that helped it 

recognize itself, 

the familiar pathways 

it traced. 

Finally this blessing 

will touch its fingers 

to your brow, 

your eyes, 

your mouth; 

it will hold 

your beloved face 

in both its hands, 

and then 

it will let you go; 

it will loose you 

into your life; 

it will leave 

each hindering thing 

until all that breathes 

between us 

is blessing 

and all that beats 

between us 

is grace. 

—Jan Richardson 

mailto:knice@psvonline.org
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Welcome back, Wayne! 

While Pastor Sam takes time to be with family the 

Presbytery has thoughtfully arranged for Wayne 

Morrison to return to Condit for four weeks.  Plan to 

attend each week to see what words of wisdom he 

has for our congregation. 
 

 

 

BWFWS 
FOOD DRIVE 
Submitted by Kathy Kees 

School is almost out and 

the children of the Big 

Walnut School District will be home for the summer.  

Since that means no school lunches, there is a need 

to feed our children.  Condit will be collecting food 

for the Big Walnut Friends Who Share food pantry 

May 24 through June 14.  Please place your weekly 

donations in the boxes in the Vestibule.  

May 24 

Cereal 

Broth 

 

May 31 

Canned Pineapple 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 

(No glass jars, please) 

 

June 7 

Boxed Pasta Entrées 

(i.e.:  hamburger Helper) 

Canned Potatoes 

Canned Oranges 

 

June 14 

Pancake Mix 

Syrup 

 

 

 

 

June Calendar 
 

Mondays, June 1 and June 15 Condit 

Flash 4-H Club will meet from 7-8 p.m. 

June 21 is the Ohio State Fair entry 

deadline.  

 

The Chosen “Watch Party Wednesdays” 

will be hosted by the Education 

Committee June 3 and June 17 at 7 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. One episode 

of The Chosen, season 1 will be watched each 

gathering, then Deb Bergmann will facilitate a 

discussion looking into Biblical truths and details. A 

light snack will be shared each viewing date. “Come 

and See” what The Chosen is all about.  

 

Food & Fun will be held on Wednesdays, 

June 10 and June 24 from 5-7 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Take a break from mowing, pruning 

bushes and planting flowers to come share dinner, 

laughter and fellowship with friends of Condit.  

Red Cross will be in Condit 

Fellowship Hall from 12 to 5:30 p.m. 

on Friday, June 12, to collect blood 

to save lives of those having surgery, 

cancer treatments and a host of other 

issues which need blood to save lives.  Give an hour 

of your time and give a pint or two of life saving 

blood.  To register use your Red Cross App, 

email GiveBlood@ConditChurch.org or call Polly 

Horn at 740-965-3582 and leave your phone number 

so your call can be returned. Submitted by Polly Horn 

 

Wednesday, June 17 Women’s 

Circle will meet in the Fellowship 

Hall at noon for a meeting and to 

continue Church History 101. MaryAnn Counts will 

be discussing the Reformation at great lengths. 

Please read pages 75-89 in preparation. All women 

are welcome to pack a brown bag lunch and attend.  

mailto:GiveBlood@ConditChurch.org
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June Birthdays 

2 Sheri Linnabary 

4 Caitlyn Garner 

6 Donna Mucci 

15 Ken Bartlett 

16 Nathan Kirby 

17 Ben Kerns 

18 Linda Dado 

23 Greg Gaydos 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer's Report 
April 2026 Financials 

Submitted by Ken Bartlett 

 

Our regular offering was approximately 92.8% of its 

four-month budget amount ($51,571.80 of 

$55,598.67; $4,026.87 lower than budget).  Total 

receipts were $64,345.72 of the four-month budget 

amount of $64,602.67, $256.95 under-budget. 

 

Insurance and real estate taxes have been fully paid 

for the year as of the end of April.  This “pre-

payment” overage of $5,803.76 will amortize over 

the remainder of the year.  Total expenses were 

$62,829.39 against the four-month budget of 

$64,602.67, resulting in outflows less than budget by 

$1,773.28, approximately 2.7% under-budget. 

 

April net was $2,888.90 in the black, April year-to-

date net was $1,516.33 in the black. 

 

Receipts are $10,020.89 more than a year ago, while 

expenses are $5,677.57 less than a year ago.  This 

results in the net being $15,698.46 (approximately 

110.7%) better than a year ago.   

 

Investments as a whole were up 5.6% through April.  

Investments totaled $339,551.02 as of the end of 

April.  Total funds available were $368,917.82 as of 

the end of April.  $148,143.83 of this amount is 

general undesignated funds, $183,990.26 is Condit’s 

Building Fund balance, and $36,783.73 is the 

aggregate balance of a variety of special funds. 

 

Some contributions have been front-loaded for 2026, 

helping inflows keep pace with outflows and putting 

us on budget through April.  Most of the expense 

savings results from (1) the discontinuation of our 

advertising campaign and (2) Adam’s change in 

work schedule such that we no longer require an 

outside accompanist.  This expense savings will 

continue to be realized.  Note that our One Great 

Hour of Sharing total was $617.85!  Another note is 

that with the cold winter this year, we have nearly 

used up the pre-bought propane, so we may have 

additional expense before the fall when we look at a 

pre-buy level for next winter.  We have received 

partial settlement on an insurance claim.  Repair 

estimates are still being taken, so the repairs have not 

                                                  Continued on page 5 

 

Transfer of Membership 

 

Sunday, May 31, Linda Dado will be recognized 

during the worship service. She has transferred her 

membership to Condit Presbyterian Church. 

Everyone is invited to a reception following 

worship to welcome her as an official member. 

Congratulations, Linda! 
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Treasurer’s Report, continued from page 4 

 

yet begun, so these settlement funds will be spent 

later this spring or summer and our current small 

surplus will be a small shortfall. 

 

Hopefully inflows will be more consistent 

throughout the year, and we will be able to continue 

to be on pace with outflows and budget.  Time will 

tell.  Thank you to all for your continued 

stewardship! 
 

 

May 8, Faith Filled Women (FFW) 

met at the Sunbury Christian 

Church’s site on Rainbow Ave. for 

lunch and a short talk by Pastor 

Michael Hanson, Lead Pastor at the Vineyard Church 

Delaware County in Sunbury, who serves as the 

president of the Big Walnut Ministerial Association. 

He explained the inward focus of the ministerial 

association is to build friendships and fellowship 

among the 15 area pastors attending. The outward 

focus is to build unity within the community and to 

encourage young pastors in the area that are founding 

new churches. Big Walnut Ministerial Association 

has a Facebook page on which upcoming 

CommUNITY events are posted. Past events have 

included a July 4 worship service, several 

Thanksgiving worship services, and back to school 

prayer events on the Sunbury Square. Please 

reference the Facebook page to learn about the July 

5th CommUNITY Worship Service that will be held 

indoors at Big Walnut Intermediate School. 

 

In the bottom photo, left column, FFW President 

Evelyn Brookens (left) recognized Debbie Skeens 

(center), Treasurer, and Shari Whightsel (right), Vice 

President, for their service to the group during the 

business portion of the meeting.  

The next meeting will be the yearly planning meeting 

on August 14 at the Hope Evangelical Lutheran 

Church at 11 a.m. All women are welcome to bring 

a brown bag lunch and attend. Drinks and dessert will 

be provided.  

Sneak Preview 

The photo below shows a sneak peak of an almost 

complete quilt that will soon be raffled by Faith 

Filled Women. The quilt top was sewn and donated 

by Condit’s own Judy Watts with the backing 

provided and quilted by Debbie Skeens. Tickets will 

be going on sale soon: $5 per ticket or 5 tickets for 

$25. Please listen to church announcements to learn 

how to purchase tickets. 
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2026 Spring Cleanup Up 

The Trustees want to thank all of the people who 

volunteered and worked so diligently and thoroughly 

during our “Spring Cleanup!!”  This rather small 

army completed many tasks inside the church and 

outside on our property.  There was lots of cleaning, 

washing, polishing, sanitizing, and organizing in 

Fellowship Hall, the restrooms, the Sanctuary, and 

pews.  

Outside several projects were completed: flower 

beds were cleaned and planted, the sidewalks were 

edged, the manse garage roof was repaired and 

shingled, trees were trimmed, pavers installed for the 

Blessing Box, and the parking lot was scraped to 

redistribute stone.  

ALL of these efforts and projects help keep our 

church clean, pretty, and inviting to our neighbors 

and passersby.  

Nonetheless, we still have several projects which 

weren’t addressed.  We’ll be calling for help during 

the summer to paint the Manse porch, deck and 

lattice, and a few other small projects.  

 Thanks again to everyone for your help and 

dedication in maintaining such a nice image of our 

church in the community. Submitted by G. Justice 

 

Zeke helped clean church pews. 

 

 

Ryan was a great help both indoors and outdoors. 

 

 
Bill Gorsuch and Mike Mucci repaired the manse 

garage roof. 
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Teresa Gorsuch cleaned flower beds.     Dave Vermillion laid pavers            Bob Comstock pruned trees. 

                                                                     at the Blessing Box. 

 

 

     
J. Whitney and Mafany assisted Bob.                       A handful of the spring clean crew. 

 

 

 

 If anyone has a church key they don’t need, (or know what it is) …, please give it 

to a trustee. Church keys have a blue fingernail polish dot on one side, and the 

reverse side (pictured above) says PRIMUS: DO NOT DUPLICATE. Submitted by 

John Whitney   

 

    Two Keys to Church 
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On May 10, the choir’s Special Music, Spring Carol, was 

sung with a handbell accompaniment played by the Director of Music, Adam Garner. 

 

 

 
June Anniversaries 

4 Bill & Jennie Kavage 

10 Bill & Teresa Gorsuch 

14 Mike & Carmie Joseph 

25 Joe & Christy Krinn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in Prayer 

The Monte Family- loss of Jase 

John Boston- heart issues 

Deb Bergmann- cataract surgery 

Pat Thacker- severe back pain 

Pat Monroe- physical therapy 

Zachary Joseph-testing 

Bev Marshal- use of hand 

Grant Bartlett- serving in Honduras 

 

Long Term Needs 

Max Sheets 

Cindy Monte 
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2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Choir 5 pm 

 

4H @7 pm 

 

 

 

2 

Exercise 

6 pm 

3 

The Chosen 

7 pm 

4 

Exercise 

6 pm 

5 6 

 

7 

Worship  

Communion 

10 am 

8 

Choir 5 pm 

 

 

 

 

9 

Exercise 

6 pm 

10 

Food & Fun 

5-7 pm 

11 

Exercise 

5:30 pm 

Session & 

Trustees 

7 pm 

12 

Blood Drive 

12-5:30 pm 

13 

14 

Worship  

10 am 

 

 

Flag Day 

15 

Choir 5 pm 

 

4H @7 pm 

 

 

 

16 

Exercise 

6 pm 

17 

The Chosen 

7 pm 

 

Women’s 

Circle 

@ noon 

18 

Exercise 

6 pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

Juneteenth 

20 

 

 

21 

Worship 

10 am 

Father’s 

Day 

22 

Choir 5 pm 

 

 

23 

Exercise 

6 pm 

24 

Food & Fun 

5-7 pm 

25 

Exercise 

6 pm 

26 

 

27 

28 

Worship 

10 am 

 

29 

Choir 5 pm 

 

 

30 

Exercise 

6 pm 

 

     June altar flowers-  

              Connie Jacob & Kathy Kees 
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